Scots Mile Productions


	Project Title:
	Hospice bereavement 






Original title: “aftermath: stories of loss” 




2nd title: “Grieving and Remembering: stories of loss”




Final title: “after the loss”



	One liner:
	Looking at several stories about how people have dealt with the death of a loved-one.



	Concept:
	The concept is a medium length documentary (~30 minutes) looking at different deaths through the focus of the loved-ones and friends left behind, and how they worked through the loss.

The major point of the piece is to show how some people deal with the aftermath of loss – that people normally need help and that they can get that help.  



	Assumptions:
	· No scripting.

· No makeup.

· Some interview segments.

· There will be a ‘warm up’ taping period, helping the people to feel more comfortable.

· Most of the people involved will be direct relations (children, parents).

· The stories will be around several different types of losses:

a. a family that has lost a child

b. a widow or widower

c. a family (or person) that has lost a parent

d. a person who has lost a friend



	Dependencies:
	· Approval from Hospice.

· Recruit participants.

· Get permissions signed.



	Equipment:
	· Cameras: 
Canon GL1 on tripod (?), JVC, possible XL1 on tripod.

· Lighting:  
Some accent lighting, dealing with fluorescent lights.

· Audio: 
Shotgun, lapel, wireless.



	Budget:
	· Tape media  (10-12 miniDV tapes)

· Transportation costs

· No costs to Hospice



	Video sequence:
	Initial sequence

1. Video of funeral setting (but no direct shots of casket or urn); 
voice over on background about loss.  



[~1 min]

2. Video of empty settings – house, kitchen, car, yard, swing; 
continued voice over on background about loss.  


[~1 min]

3. Video of discussion session, ~6 people describing their loss.   
[~6 min]

4. Video of family A at a session, talking more deeply. 

[~2 min]

5. Video of family A after a counseling/therapy session.  

[~3 min]

6. Video of family A being interviewed about the process.  

[~3 min]

7. Video of person B at a session, talking more deeply.

[~2 min]

8. Video of person B after a counseling/therapy session.  

[~3 min]

9. Video of person B being interviewed about the process.  

[~3 min]

10. Video of person/family C at a session, talking more deeply. 
[~2 min]

11. Video of person/family C after a counseling/therapy session.  
[~3 min]

12. Video of person/family C being interviewed about the process.  
[~3 min]

13. Video of person D at a session, talking more deeply. 

[~2 min]

14. Video of person D after a counseling/therapy session.  

[~3 min]

15. Video of person D being interviewed about the process.  

[~3 min]

16. Video of discussion session, ~6 people describing the process.  
[~6 min]

17. Video of active settings - mall, school, work; 
voice over about getting help.




[~2 min]

18. fade to credits
Final sequence

1. funeral setting

2. winter setting with title

3. segments about loss with titles on who

4. segments on how hard it was

5. poem segment

6. segments on how families dealt with the loss

7. segments on getting help

8. segments on memorials

9. candle memorial segment

10. closing winter transition 

11. credits with background song


	Shooting Schedule:
	Initial proposed shooting schedule

1. warm up session






[30 min]

2. discussion session 1






[90 min]

3. family A after a counseling/therapy session.  

     
[60 min]

4. family A interview






[60 min]

5. person B after a counseling/therapy session.  

     
[60 min]

6. person B interview






[60 min]

7. person/family C after a counseling/therapy session.  
     
[60 min]

8. person/family C interview





[60 min]

9. person D after a counseling/therapy session.  

     
[60 min]

10. person D interview






[60 min]

11. discussion session, half a dozen people describing the process.  
[90 min]

12. Video of active settings - mall, school, work 

13. funeral setting (but no direct shots of casket or urn – just flowers, pews, etc.)

14. empty settings – house, kitchen, car, yard, swing
Final shooting:

1. warm up session (session 7) – with 3 cameras (adults, teens, children)

2. final memorial session (session 8) – with 2 cameras (adults, memorial prep) and then 3 cameras (memorial)

3. Sanders family

4. Redding family

5. Stringer family

6. Engeman family

7. Berger family

8. Johnson family

9. funeral settings (Bohlender Funeral Chapel)


	Questions:
	· Should I shoot this 16:9 or 4:3?

· Should I shoot in color, color and black and white, or just black and white?  (Possibly start out with more black and white and transition to more color.)

· How do I best capture good video and audio at the discussion sessions without making the people nervous or intimidated?  (Related to lighting and microphones and camera placement and operation.)

· Are three or four different stories too long for the piece?  (Should the segments be shortened or should there be two stories?)

· Should there be a linking segment before the individual stories and interviews about the person who has died?   (e.g. photographs, background information, …)

· Should I shoot one or two more stories and pick the best for the final piece?
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